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uiU^JI ^laj j*j j >3 L_jI ^jLajj-1 
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ji-S o-jDj ji ir JJllj isjl—jb 
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OI ©I ^Jbl jj C*-a1oI 4_J ©jJjlj 4**< U«.»i »I 0l>-^ 
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f . O_mj! 4_73 j\j3 4j ujli L_?ul ji j-H7 —o “*—? ij“ 
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05 j-S ^j-jl 2> J S lft f . o^jxJ oj■ w 4—91—w I ax Jj I O——job Jl (j - ^—51 
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J-ij) -3— JJ 90 

Li ^| OLida jj I ^ 
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I—; 0 I 3 —A 1 >♦—*■ isOj—*■ t$* - «f l 
*jt» ft ^«i i*l>T Oi/SI 
. jL^ <- .*-5 ^1 '^ 9 — 1 L_—I 
IjjA (jil -JjJ^ y^di I^ 

pl-H l» pl>-ll 4_>>l» Ojjj 

jl>-« U - J j_JL> #jL> ^Li j -_-• 
Vi>-" <-i 0 P^ J 3>5 v-^JM 

9 pl-i-i 1 pjL- iS^lc aI> j** 
HJI 3JJ jj« JUl>) J 3y >4*4 
t. l. : tUbj \Sj $>-—' } V 

J J J i>*ti u~i j* jy-£S f* pL— 
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***•!> >) J-o^S" j»UcJ ^I^jI 


iL»-A3 1 / ***^ 

l P jl ^ <-c^v £- 3 * y J*> 




iu*>T AIaJ^JAA llj Jl> 4^ Ij yl* 

/» «■«» Jl-i^ ^jA jU*oMjb ^»tjjb 3^b 


c_ 2 bj>£+>j~ _J (Pancam) o-A^£ jJ JL* ^y.^j 

C-i^KS 3-ziS JJwL, (J J^-^j! 1 JU 0 i ^i.T 

jLwl ^ j—> {j \I i'll »jlg| I> I C « 7 . b J) J-l |«^J^ 

j_9u>ji^-uiu-3u*7*dj>u* (•*>isLa^ji# ^Mx? 

J »l—. a —St £>_.) Oj^—-J Jj_j Oyi-a^r-^. ' . ■«. T c-j? o^-i 

■' ■*; -t.Tt-4.: --J ' jjj * * iS'i‘ — ^<i« 

L J>:- *.J\.-. -J ^7 »„i Q—j j_—JLi —Jti jitfj—S- 

«■ $ > i Cj ^».J J i. ^ li rj b ^.n l Jct)t i J mI* > jt—^ ol C . t .tbj | 
<*0 «JL—u^.—^^YupulsionLaboratory 

0 - ' U. y . X ^jj> ^ U »->y 
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•5 -i^ > A . > J« l)Uj IdJ M I ^? ^ ^ I—‘ ‘ ‘ “ ^ *A i i ^ 


1*1—1<—•■ ^ J > ^ ’ •'a «l »jb« ; . i) jj—ll —*» U j*l >>0CL*-* o~^- 

iS*—*l^jJ ^(»^>>) <Jjl Olcb. tSU-jbAjJ J l ^Jc. O^t^L. ^-C—J tJ>j_? ol. ^ 

^^ r>-K V^d If ^UoJb^cJq/ySlj-j 


jjv ^ ^ JS}y> iCj^mJ 

i A * I «») ^—i 4.: -*-^i 

*j i -> Jl Jp ,jmSx j.7...-iti 

(J-jJ JL^jl {£•) 4 lj j/* 
J »±Sl f 3jt\ jL^i ^iLi <S Uk 

(j—* oLA*j lj g/4 jjlf j i.t;.* 

<5 CJ (jJfjLtf ^ 

OI A i* . M> l *l 11 1 Q .\ tit JLulJ -• 

y4 ^J>r JLX JK* ^1 ^ 

>5 (^> j) Ojj——J jS^fS <S XJ*3 

Jjjf jJw- C^ljyJu 

<S (Gusev Crater) 4* ^9-9* 
t _ J —• o-d—• I.~. .Jdj—.1 3fj-»0 1 >> 
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J-klji- ^a— J /-> V*>*? JjJ 

r JL^ISL,^ 

u i.3> X 0 .J . ; 
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b Cul Cwl^> 
i^W -^ 5 >■> Ot? 

l-^b jj (5^l2mj Cm*< 
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>1 JL> ^_t ;J L.I .»:■ .J 
(^t| 7 i .tL^ <5 3J-S X i^l? 
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y »—*1 [»I «H I .» (5lfS-o5 |*lj£l 
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4 *lf- 1 | *^r * 1 (j I J_p.il—/I 
4T iitb jJ j^D^-c Jyixj (jl^pjl 
■XJ.V w >,*. fcli ^ *■ 

j^l jj\ jJtt^l C 1 LU 4 jj^ 
jj_j| jl j7li .til f <_9JJk • j\j 
■*-■-1 »Ju£> Olaljil 
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1^ jy— i S jj-jl 4-J I J |»_4 
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Ciiji” JLi fD (jl>il jl 
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4- i \j 4 L»> (j—il 41 ,/*l«U. 

Cul*> ^J9~* l$I^ '~““U9 j* 
(jl>— 9 ->b >*■; —> pb — Tb 
O j £ jy—SS f3 J >—Afj 
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,*LXl* .oL^I) (jLiT >—>>* 
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3-ZM\y> jjilLi 3yt 3Xiy> >ii* 

j_i»i CiLilL ,j-i ILii^ 
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(_T*i ——->4 (<*—' ' 

pl>_.l >— 3.1 JILa o-«4^ 
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The teams are supposed 
to provide security in 
key urban centers, 
reassuring aid workers 
and pacifying local 
militias who still control 
much of the country. 


Six already are dotted 
around the country - 
including teams 

operated by Britain and 
New Zealand - and the 
U.S. military is opening 
five more in towns 
across a troubled band 
of territory along the 
Pakistani border. 


August. A third of the country is 

off-limits to the 
Peace-building in international community. 

Afghanistan has long 

been a two-track process. Echoing comments 

repeatedly made by his 
outgoing special 

representative in Kabul, 
Kofi Annan warned that 
registering electors for 
national polls due to be 
held in June, a key 
requirement of Bonn, 
cannot be accomplished 
when many areas are 
unsafe for UN teams. 
The time has come, Mr 
Annan believes, for a 
second Bonn conference 
to mobilise international 
support for a country 
slowly and painfully 
emerging from 25 years 
of war 


Jan 7 —The United 
Nations secretary-general 
has warned that 
Afghanistan's peace 
process is at a critical 
juncture. 


Jan 6--KUNDUZ, 

Afghanistan (AP) 
NATO-led peacekeepers 

took over a peace¬ 
building mission in 
northern Afghanistan on 
Tuesday, the first step in 
a plan for the alliance to 
■expand into the 

country's troubled 

provinces ahead of 

summer elections. 


control from the United 
States of the operation 
based in Kunduz, 150 
miles north of Kabul. 
Germany is deploying an 
initial 170 troops, 
though the number is 
expected to rise to over 
200 later this year. 


On Sunday, delegates to 
a grand council meeting 
agreed to a new 
constitution, the latest in 
a series of political 
reforms. 


Some 5,500 

international 

peacekeepers, mostly 
Canadians and Germans, 
are patrolling the capital. 
NATO has agreed in 
principle to expand into 
a string of key regional 
capitals, but member 
nations have been slow 
to come forward with 


Kofi Annan said that 
continued violence could 
jeopardise national 
elections scheduled for 
June this year. 


Other NATO nations are 
expected to take over 
provincial reconstruction 
teams, freeing up the 
U.S. military to focus on 
battling Taliban 

insurgents in the south 
and east. 


Troops from Germany, 
the first nation to 
respond to U.N. and 
Afghan calls to provide 
more troops, took 


These changes, laid out 
in the Bonn agreement, 
the deal signed after the 
fall of the Taleban, are 
continuing apace in the 
capital, Kabul. 


He was speaking after 
two explosions in the 
southern city of 
Kandahar killed at least 
10 people, including 
eight children. 


But in the provinces, 
particularly in the south 
and south-east, insecurity 
is part of everyday life. 


Over 400 people, 
including militants, have 
been killed in unrest 
since the beginning of 


Jan 5 —KANDAHAR. 
Afghanistan (AP) 
Gunmen attacked the 
office of the United 
Nations refugee agency 
Monday, throwing a 
grenade and firing shots 
but causing no injuries, on 
a violent day that also saw 
U.S. forces engage in a 
fi refight and bombard a 
secret dnigs laboratory. 


Zabul police chief Haji 
Mohammed Hayub said 
two Afghans were shot and 
injured when they tried to 
stop the attackers from 
seizing the man and his car 
One. hit in the face, was 
seriously hurt. 


American soldiers. 

Hilferty denied such an 
incident, but offered no 
explanation for the 
operation. 


Uruzgan governor Jan 
Mohammed Khan said 
the house belonged to 
Haji Ghulam Nabi, a 
tribal leader who Khan 
said had close ties to the 
former Taliban regime 
Three of his relatives 
were detained, but Nabi 
appeared to have evaded 
capture, Khan said. 


"They stole the vehicle and 
took the driver." Hayub said. 
"We re trying to find them." 
Mullah Abdul Hakim Latifi, 
a Taliban spokesman, called 
The Associated Press to 
claim responsibility. 

"He is in our custody. He is 
safe." Latifi said of the 
Afghan, who was a driver for 
the Christian emergency 
relief group Shelter for Life. 
Zabul has been a hotbed of 
activity for Taliban militants, 
who have repeatedly targeted 
construction workers and aid 
agencies on the newly 
refurbished Kabul-Kandahar 
highway. 


Afghanistan, weeks after 
the 11 September 2001 
attacks on America - 
which Bin Laden 
allegedly masterminded. 


Jan 4th—A new 
audiotape said to be from 
al-Qaeda leader Osama 
Bin Laden has been aired 
on al-Jazeera Arabic 
television. 


voice on the tape says 
Arab rulers now fear that 
dictatorial regimes can 
be overthrown "by armed 
force from abroad, 
especially after they have 
seen the arrest of their 
former comrade" - a 
former US ally. 


The attack on the 
Kandahar office shortly 
after 9 p.m.. was just the 
latest in a scries of assaults 
on the United Nations and 
other aid organizations 
that have made much of 
the south and east of the 
country off limits for 
development workers. 


"There can be no 
dialogue with occupiers 
except through arms. 
This is what we need 
today and what we 
should seek," the voice 
on the 14-minute-long 
tape says. 


In the tape, the speaker 
urges Muslims to 
continue a jihad, or holy 
war, and condemns Gulf 
Arab leaders who 
supported the US-led 
invasion of Iraq. 


It also condemns them 
for their support for the 
US-sponsored plan for 
the Middle East, known 
as the roadmap, and an 
alternative plan launched 
last month - the Geneva 
Accord 


"We were sitting outside 
the gate when the car 
pulled up." said Abdul 
Rchman. a security guard 
at the office of the U.N. 
High Commission for 
Refugees in Kandahar, a 
former Taliban stronghold. 
"First they threw the 
grenade and then opened 
fire." 

The attackers, who were in 
a car, sped away when 
police and security staff in 
a nearby tent rushed to the 
scene and opened fire. 
Rchman said. 

Manocl de Almeida e 
Silva, a U.N. spokesman 
in Kabi . confirmed the 
guard's ccount, though 
he said was unclear if 
fire was returned. 


A Turkish engineer working 
on the road was abducted in 
October, and two Indians 
were kidnapped Dec. 6. All 
were subsequently released 
unharmed. 

Meanwhile, in southern 
Uruzgan province. American 
and Afghan troops raided a 
compound, sparking a 
firefight in which one 
suspect was wounded, the 
U.S • military said Monday. 


The speaker also refers 
to the capture by US 
forces last month of 
ousted Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. 


"The occupation of Iraq 
is the beginning of the 
full occupation of the 
other Gulf states... 
because of the presence 
of the biggest deposits of 
oil," the speaker says. 


"We have to liberate the 
Islamic world from the 
military occupation of 
the Crusaders by raising 
up the banner of jihad for 
God's sake," the speaker 
said. US officials believe 
that Bin Laden and his 
deputy Ayman al- 
Zawahri are probably in 
the mountainous border 
region of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, but do not 
know if they are 
together. 


Al-Jazeera did not say 
when the tape was made, 
but its message is similar 
to one aired in October 


And he goes on to berate 
Gulf leaders who 
"succumbed to US 
pressure and opened their 
air, land, and sea bases to 
contribute toward the US 
campaign, despite the 
immense repercussions 
of this move". 


poppies, the raw material 
for heroin, is booming in 
the north of Afghanistan, 
which already produces 
some three-quarters of 
the world's opium 
Some 11,700 soldiers 


T roops, including special 
forces, came under small 
arms fire during the raid 
Sunday morning near Deh 
Rawood, but none was 
injured, spokesman Lt. 
Col. Bryan Hilferty said 
Uruzgan officials said the 
raid was in response to an 
attack on a U.S. convoy 
Saturday that injured two 


US voice recognition 
analysts said that 
recording appeared 
authentic. 


Earlier Monday, police in 
neighboring Zabul 

province said suspected 
Taliban militants had 
kidnapped an Afghan aid 
worker. 


No videotapes of him 
speaking have been 
produced since the start 
of 4he US-led war in 


Referring to the arrest of 
Saddam Hussein, the 
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and U.S. soldiers 


brutal end to celebrations 
of a new constitution 
feted as a bulwark 
against terrorism, and 
highlighted the task 
facing American forces 
gearing up for a new 
offensive in time for 
summer elections. 


Jan 6 --KANDAHAR, 
Afghanistan (AP) - A 
bomb strapped to a 
bicycle killed 13 people 
Tuesday in this southern 
Afghan city, most of 
them children who halted 
a soccer game and 
rushed to the site after an 
initial explosion. 


The city's deputy police 
chief, Salim Khan, said 
the truck driver and a 
male passer-by were also 
killed by the second 
bomb, which he said was 
attached to one of the 
bicycles. 


Curiosity got the better 
of the children after the 
first blast tossed bicycles 
parked on the roadside. 
The second bomb, a few 
minutes later at the same 
spot, was devastating. 


"I was playing soccer 
when I heard the first 
bomb, and a lot of us 
rushed to see what 
happened. Then the 
second one went off," 
said Saami Khan, 15, 
lying in a hospital bed, 
his face gashed and his 
chest heavily bandaged 
where he was cut by 
shrapnel. 


The treacherous double 
blast, blamed on Taliban 
militants, may have been 
intended to lure U.S 
troops or hit the 
provincial governor But 
it was innocents who 
died - another bloody 
reminder of the violence 
sweeping Afghanistan 
two years after the 
Taliban's fall 

The death toll put a 


majority of the MJz 
delegates meeting in a 
big tent in Kabul got to 
their feet, approving the 
new charter by consensus 
rather than an actual 
vote. 


line with the wishes of 
current leader Hamid 
Karzai - and two vice- 
presidents. 


Jan 5 -United Nations 
Secretary General Koffi 
Annan and US President 
George W Bush have 
welcomed Afghanistan's 
first post-Taleban 

constitution. 


President Karzai told the 
gathering: "There is no 
winner or loser. 
Everybody has won." 


Wrecked bikes, blood 
and shattered glass from 
a passing truck lay 
strewn across the road, 
which was quickly sealed 
off by shouting Afghan 


Ratifying a new 
constitution was a key 
requirement of the Bonn 
peace accord signed in; 
December 2001, after the 
Taleban were toppled by 
the United States. 


Mr Annan on Sunday 
called its approval a 
"historic achievement", 
while Mr Bush said it 
would serve the interests 
of all Afghans. 


"I want an Afghanistan 
where a poor boy from 
the Baluch tribe can 
become president," Mr 
Karzai added, referring 
to one of the country’s 
clan. 


The aim of the 
constitution is to unify an 
ethnically diverse state. 


But the BBC’s Crispin 
Thorold in Kabul says 
after such a divisive 
meeting, strong 

leadership and 

compromise will be 
essential to ensure the 
constitution is accepted 
by Afghans. In many 
ways the hard work 
begins now with 
implementation of the 
constitution, he says. 


implied that they was looking at what 

would give up all the outcome of the 

aspects - of nuclear talks should be. 
programme, not just 
weapons," Mr Powell 
told journalists at a 
news conference. 


Jan 6 —US Secretary 
of State Colin Powell 
has welcomed North 
Korea's offer to 
suspend testing and 
producing nuclear 
weapons and freeze its 
nuclear industry. 


Divisions over official 
languages and whether 
ministers could have dual 
citizenship had delayed 
the agreement. 


Agreement was reached 
after weeks of heated 
debate that exposed 
tensions between the 
country's communities. 


"We have held a lot of 
material for a long time 
that shows that 
proliferation is a 
talks problem," he said. 

"I hope that colleagues 
in Pyongyang are 
watching this and 
realising that they are 
wasting a lot of money 
for programmes... that 
will not gain them 
anything." 


Finally deals were 
brokered behind the 
scenes to reach Sunday's 
successful conclusion. 
The overwhelming 


The charter agreed by the 
Grand Council, or loya 
jirga, envisages a 
powerful presidency - in 


Six-country 


Mr Powell said the 
statement, released on 
Tuesday by the official 
KCNA news agency, 
was "interesting and 
positive". 


aimed at defusing the 
crisis may not resume 
until next month. 


Abizaid, head of Central would be that the new 
Command. _ post would help deal 

with the security aspects 
But General Abizaid's of Iraq's transition 

responsibilities include towards self-rule. That 

not only Iraq, but also would allow General 

the rest of the Gulf, Sanchez or his successor 

Afghanistan, Central to concentrate on the 

Asia and the Horn of tactical issues of dealing 

Africa. So, at a Pentagon with the * Iraqi 

news conference, Mr insurgency, while also 

Rumsfeld confirmed that relieving the pressures on 

he and top US General Abizaid 

commanders have talked 

about reorganising the Mr Rumsfeld said 

command structure and discussions were at an 

appointing a more senior early stage and no 

general for Iraq itself. decision had yet been 

made 

The move was first 

reported in the But the hints are that the 
Washington Times revamp could very well 

newspaper. The idea take place. 


US military reviews Iraq 
command 

Jan 7 ,h ~ US Defence 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld has confirmed 
that the Pentagon is 
considering revamping 
the US military 
command structure in 
Iraq. One proposal is to 
appoint a new senior 
general to help oversee 
security issues as the 
country moves towards 
self-rule. But Mr 
Rumsfeld stressed that 
no decisions had yet 
been made The current 
top US commander in 
Iraq, three-star 

Lieutenant-General 
Ricardo Sanchez, reports 
to four-star General John 


Mr Powell said that all 
six parties were keen 
"to get back to the 
table" and that the US 


statement] 


police. Italy will co¬ 
ordinate the new task 
force. 


Jan 6 --European 

Union anti-terrorism 
officials have said they 
plan to set up a joint 
force to investigate a 
series of letter bomb 
attacks on its senior 
leaders. 


The packages which 
exploded on Monday 
were addressed to UK 
MEP Gary Titley in 
Manchester and 

German MEP Hans- 
Gert Poettering in 
Brussels. 


in December. 

Investigators say 

Italian anarchists may 
be behind the mailings. 


On Monday two of 
three bombs sent to 
Euro MPs exploded at 
offices in Belgium and 
the UK though no-one 
was hurt. 


That sent to Mr 
Poettering, head of the 
European People's 
Party, burst into flames 
as it was being opened. 


country together as it 
rebuilds and reconciles 
after more than two 

decades of war. 
Bush said the new 

constitution marks a 

historic step forward after 
the removal two years ago 
of the strictly. Islamic 
government of the Taliban 
militia. 


Jan 4 th —WASHINGTON 
(WP) - President Bush said 
the constitution adopted 
Sunday in Afghanistan will 
help ensure that "terror 
finds no further refuge" in 
the nation where ethnic 
tensions continue despite 
the charter sealed by last- 
minute diplomacy. 


said in a statement. "A 
democratic Afghanistan will 
serve the interests and just 
aspirations of all of the 
Afghan people and help 
ensure that terror finds no 
further refuge in that proud 
land." 

The accord gives U.S.- 
backed President Hamid 
Karzai the presidential 
system he had demanded, 
although only after some 
compromise. Karzai argued 
strongly for a dominant 
chief executive to hold the 


The packages, all sent 
from Bologna in Italy, 
are believed to be 
linked to a spate of 
letter bombs that were 
sent to several leaders 


'This document lays the 
foundation for democratic 
institutions and provides a 
framework for national 
elections in 2004," Bush 


"We will continue to assist 
the Afghan people as they 
build a free and prosperous 
future," Bush said. 
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